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The United States
Constitution, ratified in 1788,
remains a cornerstone of
democratic governance.

The Constitution of San
Marino, dating back to the
year 1600, holds the
distinction of being one of the
oldest written constitutions
still in use today. 

The World’s Oldest Constitutions
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Timeline View

In the grand scheme of human history, democracy is still a relatively new
concept. In fact, the vast majority of the world’s current democratic regimes

are less than 50 years old.
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Countries with No Written Constitution

The United Kingdom has
an unwritten or uncodified
constitution, meaning it
does not have a single
written document that
defines all its laws, rules,
and regulations. 

Israel, Canada, Saudi
Arabia, and New
Zealand are other
countries that do not have
written constitutions.

Source: worldpopulationreview.com, mapsoftheworld
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Source: Comparitive Constitution Project, Seasia Stats (as of 2023)

World’s Lengthiest Constitution

The Constitution of India is
the world's lengthiest
written constitution, with
146,385 words in its English
version. The Constitution of
Monaco is the shortest
written constitution, with
3,814 words.
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Do Lengthy Constitutions Impact Per Capita Income?

Longer constitutions can include
restrictive provisions that hinder
legislation. While this is a
complex issue, a comparison of
constitutional length and
economic standing per capita
offers interesting insights.

India's lengthy constitution
(146,385 words) aligns with a
low per capita GDP of USD
2485; whereas Monaco, with
the shortest constitution (3,814
words), enjoys a per capita
GDP of USD 240,862.

Source: Comparitive Constitution Project, data.worldbank.org (2024)

Is it a co-incidence?

A group of democratic nations (Electoral, Constitutional, Parliamentary) with constitutions over 50 years old, excluding a few smaller
countries.

Length of Constitution and Per Capita Income
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Countries with Right to Bear Arms

Only ten countries have ever had the
right of individuals to keep and bear
arms as part of their constitutions:
Bolivia, Costa Rica, Colombia,
Guatemala, Haiti, Honduras, Liberia,
Nicaragua, Mexico, and the USA. 

Of those ten nations, just four still do:
Guatemala, Haiti, Mexico, and the
United States.

Source: Comparitive Constitution Project -7-



The World’s Biggest Democracies

Economic development during
democratization exerts long-lasting
effects on growth. 

Encouragement of economic
reforms, increasing investments and
reduced social unrests and violence. 
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